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Dear Fellow Members,

I would like to talk briefly about the Philadelphia Ceili Group activities in 2008.

January


This month we started off with “The Music of Ed Reavy Concert”. It was well attended and the music was fantastic. It was a great tribute to a local legend.
February


We worked on the archives this month, trying to get the audio tapes of the all the festivals and concerts made available to all the members. This is a major project that is still active. We also had Matt and Shannon Heaton in Concert-again we had wonderful music and a good time was had by all. 
March


We worked on getting our membership records in order and increasing our membership number gradually. We had a busy St Patrick’s weekend: Friday night we had Danny Meehan in concert, followed the next night by our ceili. Both nights were well attended.

April


Patrick Ourceau and Eamon O’Leary started off the month with a great concert. We didn’t have as many people as we wanted but the music was fabulous.
May


We had a Sean Tyrrell Concert this month. We had a co-sponsorship with the Irish Repertory Theater and saw many new faces at this event. We also sponsored workshops with Paddy Keenan. We also invested in and received a donation for new lights for our concerts.
June


In June we sponsored a benefit for one of our membership so that she could go to Ireland to compete in the Fleadh Cheoil in Ireland.

July


We made some purchases this month for our sound system to improve our concert attendees’ listening pleasure.
August


We prepared for the festival

September


The 34th Annual Traditional Irish Music and Dance Festival was held at the Irish Center. This was the fourth time that the Irish Center has been our host. The festival began on Thursday with an evening of song. The fireside room was filled and everyone seemed to enjoy the evening. On Friday night, we had a concert with Tony DeMarco in the fireside room and a ceili with the Bogside Wanderers was held in the ballroom. Both events were well attended. Saturday’s events were phenomenal. We changed a few things this year and it looks like we will be changing a few more next year. Toward the end of the month we had a concert by Beoga. They were very good.
October


This month we began our Singers Session. This will be a monthly occurrence.

November


This was a quiet month. Of course we had our Singers Session, Music Learning Session and the Ceili.

December


We had the Christmas Concert with Teada and Karen Casey. This was our second time hosting them. It was a great concert and we had a good crowd-even though it was a Tuesday.

Things that took place behind the scenes:

· Membership list organized and email list gathered

· Website improved
· We attempted to get the newsletter going again
· Archive committee is working on a special edition CD

· We got organized with contracts for performers and standard operating 


procedures for Ceili Group events and workshops
· We took responsibility for the 4th Friday Ceili

· We supported Irish Radio

