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THE 37
th

 ANNUAL PHILADELPHIA CEILI 

GROUP IRISH TRADITIONAL MUSIC 

AND DANCE FESTIVAL 

 

Artwork by Clare Toland 

Here are just a few highlights of a great three day 

event. 

Thursday Evening, September 8, 2011 
Singers’ Night: Hosted by Gerry Timlin. A 

night filled with local singers including Terry 

Kane, Vince Gallagher, and other special guest 

who perform both sean nos (“old style” without 

accompaniment) and with accompaniment, 

singing in Irish and English.  This is a most 

enjoyable night of listening to some great 

traditional Irish songs and a great way to start off 

our Festival.  Singers’ Night is presented in honor 

of Frank Malley, a long time Philadelphia Ceili 

Group member and a Festival Chair or Co-Chair 

for more than a third of our Festivals. This night 

is co-sponsored by Jane Cahill, Harry Stulting, 

and the Malley Family. 

Friday Evening, September 9, 2011         
Concert and Ceili: Our “new to Philadelphia” 

concert featuring the Irish traditional band from 

Baltimore, Dan Issacson’s Simple System. The 

group is composed of  Dan Isaacson, Danny 

Noveck, Matthew Orwell and Kelly Smit. 

Additionally in the ballroom, there will be a Ceili 

Dance with one of the area’s finest live ceili 

bands, The McGillians. The dance is open to 

people of all ages and skill levels. John Shields 

and Cass Tinney will start off the evening Ceili 

teaching a few of the basic steps and then the 

Ceili will begin.   

 

Saturday, September 10, 2011                           

All day and All night 
A full day with workshops for musicians and 

singers and in other areas of Irish arts and culture 

such as dance, Irish language, genealogy, Irish 

crafts and many family oriented activities. 

Special workshops will be available for kids and 

the young at heart. There will be vendors and 

food and drink are available.  Continuous music 

and dance throughout the day starting at 11:00 

am. 

Saturday morning starting at 11:00 am will be the 

John Kelly Memorial Session with the 

Philadelphia Ceili Band, followed by an 

afternoon concert starting at 2:00 pm with a 

group of fabulous local musicians to entertain 

everyone.  During our dinner break the Next 

Generation will perform, showcasing a group of 

talented young traditional music musicians, led 

by Chris Brennan-Hagy, Dennis Gormley and 

Kathy DeAngelo.  

Saturday night’s concert is the highlight of the 

Festival with award winning musicians Brian 

Conway, Brendan Dolan, and Billy 

McComiskey from the Pride of New York along 

with a sensational local band, Runa. 

Sign up for updates on what is planned for 
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September’s festival, and other news about Ceili 

Group events by going to 

www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org 

Event sponsorships, and vendor tables still 

available. Go to www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org 

for more information. 

 

Workshops on Saturday, September 10, 

2011 available during the Festival  

Here is a tentative schedule of workshops 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm:  

Accordian Workshop with Billy McComiskey 

~ $  

Irish Singing Workshop with Terry Kane~$ 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm:  

Fiddle Workshop with Brian Conway ~ $ 

Guitar Workshop with Danny Noveck ~ $ 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm: 

Bodhran Workshop with Matthew Orwell ~$ 

Flute/Pipes Workshop with Dan Isaacson ~ $ 

$ ~ an additional fee will be charged for these 

workshops in addition to the cost of admission to 

the festival, pricing will be available shortly at 

www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org  

Other workshops included with the cost 

of admission to the Festival 

11:00 am – 12 noon: 

“How to be Irish in Philadelphia” presented by 

Irish Philadelphia 

 

12 noon – 1:00 pm: 

“Commodore John Barry”: Bill Brennan and 

Frank Hollingsworth 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm: 

Sean Nos Dancing with Kelly Smit 

Tin Whistle for Beginners with Denis Gormley 

(children welcome) Tin Whistles will be for 

sale at the front gate. 

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm: 

Genealogy Workshop with Lori Lander 

Murphy 

Irish Folk Tales for Children with Barbara 

Gardner 

“Irish Music in New York : Gems from the 

Moloney Collection” presented by Brendan 

Dolan  

St Bridget’s Crosses Workshop with Anna Ryan 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm:  

“Duffy’s Cut-The Final Excavation” presented 

by Frank Watson 

 “Irish Language Workshop” with Leo Mohan 

In addition to the above: Face Painting and 

Balloon Animals, knitting and spinning 

demonstrations will be available throughout the 

day. 

 

http://www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org/
http://www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org/
http://www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Irish Traditional Music: Influences from the West 

of Ireland Concert Series* 

Saturday, October 29, 2011: Concert and 

Workshops: Kevin Burke & Cal Scott * 

Saturday, November 12, 2011: Concert, 

Workshops and Lecture: Mick Moloney, Billy 

McComiskey, Athena Tergis* 

December 2011: Concert TBA 

January 2012: Concert TBA 

Saturday, February 18, 2012: Lecture by Dr. 

Scott Spencer – “How the West of Ireland 

Helped to Save Uilleann Bagpiping” * 

March 2012:  Concert TBA 

Saturday, April 21, 2012: Concert and 

Workshops: Grainne Hambly and William 

Jackson*  

May 2012: Concert TBA 

Saturday, June 16, 2012 : Concert and 

Workshops: Singer, Niamh Parsons and 

Guitarist, Graham Dunne* 

July and August 2012: Summer Hiatus 

Saturday Evening Concert, September 15, 

2012 (part of the 38
th

 Annual PCG Irish Festival 

of Music and Dance) Concert and Workshops: 

De Danann* 

* Irish Traditional Music: Influences from the West of 

Ireland Concert Series is partially supported by The Pew Center for 

Arts & Heritage through the Philadelphia Music 

Project."   

  

PCG Sponsored Events ~ 

Mark Your Calendars: 

 
A special house concert in Philadelphia with 

Antoin MacGabhann, fiddler extraordinaire! 

Friday, July 8, 2011: 

There will be a house concert in Mt. Airy, 

Workshops 6:00-8:00pm, Concert at 8:30, 

Workshop $20, Concert $10, Space is limited, 

email phillyceiligroup@gmail.com to make your 

reservation and get address. This will be a very 

special evening of Irish Music in a comfortable 

(air-conditioned), intimate venue. 

 

Antóin Mac Gabhann (Tony Smith) comes 

from Mullahoran Co Cavan and now lives in 

Ashbourne, Co. Meath.   He is one of Ireland's 

best known traditional fiddle performers.  He was 

twice winner of the  All-Ireland Senior Fiddle 

Title as well as being winner other major fiddle 

titles such as Fiddler of Dooney, Fiddler of Oriel 

and Oireachtas Crotty Cup.   He has toured 

individually and with Comhaltas to USA, 

Canada, Europe, Japan, Australia and New 

Zealand.    

Tony plays plays mostly in music sessions rather 

than on the commercial circuit and is a widely 

recognised performer and teacher of the fiddle.  

He has been teaching weekly fiddle classes in 

Ashbourne for over thirty years, and  derives 

great pleasure from teaching young people and 

seeing them develop.   He has given workshops at 

various events in Ireland and has also taught at 

the Irish Music Schools in Elkins, Boston College 

and The Catskills. 

http://www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org/.a/6a00e54ee88b308833014e8943503f970d-pi
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Monthly Events Sponsored By the 

Philadelphia Ceili Group 

Singers Session:  Every 1st Wednesday of the 

Month at 7:30 pm the Singers Session is run by 

Terry Kane. Join local Irish Singers both of 

English and Irish tunes. All levels of singers 

welcome. For More information check website: 

www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org  or call 215-

704-5982.   Bring a snack or dessert to share “It 

will be great craic!” The Session will be held at 

The Commodore Barry Club.  The Singers 

Session is on hiatus for the summer but will 

resume in the Fall 2011. 

Irish Traditional Music Sessions: Every 1st 

Friday of the Month from 8:00 -9:00 there is a 

slow session. This is a traditional Irish session in 

all ways except one: the tempo. You will play 

common session tunes at a slower than normal 

pace, so that beginning and intermediate players 

can more easily learn the tunes and join in the 

session. Also great for experienced players who 

are picking up another instrument!  A regular 

session sponsored by the Irish Center will run 

after that from 9:00 - On. For more information 

contact Courtney Malley at 

courtney@starlinx.com or 215-704-5982  

Ceili Dance: Every 4
th

 Friday of the Month at 

8:00 p.m. there is a Ceili at the Commodore 

Barry Club.  A Ceili (kay-lee) is a traditional Irish 

gathering for fun, fellowship, and laughs (or craic 

as the Irish might say).  Traditional Ceili dances 

were enjoyed at house parties and crossroads 

gatherings in the rural country sides.  Our dance 

caller will teach the basic 3’s, 7s, jig step, and 

Ceili swing at the start of the event.  Come early 

(7:30 ish) and learn the basic steps while meeting 

new friends! You’ll never learn if you don’t try.   

 

 

SUPPORT LOCAL IRISH RADIO SHOWS!  

 

Saturday: Noon-2:00 on WVCH 740 AM: 

The Irish Hours with Mike Concannon 

 

Sunday: 11-Noon on WNJC 1360 AM at 

www.wnjc1360.com:    

Vincent Gallagher Irish Hour 

 

Sunday: Noon-1:00 on WTMR 800 AM, 

www.wtmrradio.com & archived at 

www.tradtours.com: 

"Come West Along the Road" 

with Marianne MacDonald. 

 

              

The Commodore Barry Club 

 
The Philadelphia Ceili Group has called the 

Commodore Barry Club aka “The Irish Center” 

its home since 1958.  The Irish Center has always 

supported all the events, concerts and Festivals 

the PCG has held there.  Here are some upcoming 

events that we hope you will support and enjoy!  

The Irish Center is located at 6815 Emlen Street, 

Philadelphia, PA 19119. Please check 

www.theirishcenter.com for additional events. 
 

Monthly Events at the Irish Center 

The Next Generation Young Musicians – A group of 

musicians of various ages meet every second Sunday of the 

month from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. at the Irish Center for a 

learning session. The Next Generation is led by Chris 

Brennan-Hagy, Kathy DeAngelo and Dennis Gormley, who 

spend the first hour teaching a tune and leading the session 

in the second hour. Participants should already know how 

to play their instruments. All tunes are taught by ear. Free. 

The session meets monthly September through June.  

Website: http://www.hslc.org/~gormley/mcdh/nextgen.htm 

Please contact Dennis Gormley at gormley@hslc.org  for 

additional information. 

http://www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org/
mailto:courtney@starlinx.com
http://www.theirishcenter.com/
http://www.hslc.org/~gormley/mcdh/nextgen.htm
mailto:gormley@hslc.org
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Circle of Friends Irish Set Dancers  

 John Shields and Cass Tinney offer Irish Set 

Dance classes at the Commodore Barry Club in 

Mt Airy.  Please see below schedule: 

Beginner Class: Tuesday, 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm, 

Please contact John Shields for information:   

215-722- 673,   johngshields@aol.com 

 Advanced Class: Wednesday, 7:30 pm -9:30 pm 

John Shields & Cass Tinney. Please contact Cass 

Tinney for more information:  215-637-9366 - 

casstinney@aol.com 

Ceili:   

Second Friday Sets - All sets - CD's or live 

music sponsored by John & Cass on most 2nd 

Fridays of the month.  

Events sponsored by the 

Coatesville Traditional Irish Music 

Series 

 
Wednesday, July 20, 2011 at 8:00 pm 
(upstairs in the 'Backroom Theater') 

Admission: $15 in advance / $18 at the door. 

Visit http://www.ctims.info/ for more 

information. 

 

Maeve Donnelly, a native of east Galway, now 

lives in the village of Quin in Co. Clare. Maeve 

has played fiddle since she was five and won her 

first All-Ireland fiddle title at nine! In 1976 she 

was among 25 young musicians from Ireland 

invited to the Bicentennial Festival of American 

Folklife in Washington, DC. Since that first visit, 

Maeve has had devoted fans who wait patiently 

for her infrequent concerts in America. Over the 

years she has toured widely, playing such 

prestigious venues as New York's Lincoln 

Performing Arts Center, the Washington Irish 

Festival, and the Catskills Irish Arts Week. Her 

eponymously titled debut CD came out in 2002, 

followed by "The Thing Itself" in '04 (a duet with 

mentor and friend Peadar O'Loughlin, a 

legendary flute player and an institution in Irish 

music since the 1940s). In 2008 she recorded 

"Flame on the Banks" with guitarist Tony 

MacManus. Among the most accomplished 

fiddlers in Irish music today, Maeve displays 

virtuosic technique and impeccable taste. 

Although deeply rooted in the older musical 

traditions of east Galway, she is nonetheless a 

thoroughly modern player, electrifying audiences 

worldwide with her fiery and uninhibited 

performance style. 

 

Conal Ó Gráda, Maeve's partner for this concert, 

is no mere accompanist! An outstanding flute 

player from Cork, he recorded his first CD, "The 

Top of Coom", in 1990 and it remains an 

essential CD of Irish traditional flute playing. 

From the first notes of the opening reel the power 

and virtuosity of his playing take your breath 

away and keep you in awe until the last note of 

the final track. With his long-awaited follow-up 

release "Cnoc Bui", Conal reaffirms the fact that 

he is one of the best flute players of his 

generation. His outrageously powerful tone and 

drive, and his dazzling technical precision are 

what one notices first, but the unerring taste 

behind his personal approach to each tune is what 

leaves the most lasting impression. 

Perhaps Maeve Donnelly and Conal Ó Gráda will 

one day embark upon a collaborative recording 

project yielding a duet CD to match the 

gems they've already given us separately. Then 

again, that may never happen, so don't pass up 

this unusual opportunity to hear two 

contemporary masters of Irish traditional music 

perform live on the CTIMS stage! 

 

mailto:johngshields@aol.com
mailto:casstinney@aol.com
http://www.ctims.info/
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PHILADELPHIA CEILI GROUP~ JOIN 

TODAY! 

The Philadelphia Ceili Group is a non-profit, 

volunteer, educational organization (governed by 

a nine member Board of Directors), which is 

dedicated to the support of Irish Culture through a 

variety of activities. The Ceili Group 

(pronounced Kale-lee.) was founded in 1958 to 

preserve traditional Irish ceili, or set dancing. 

From our beginning as a group of precision 

dancers, the Ceili Group has grown to encompass 

a wide range of activities, centered on Irish music 

and dance. In addition to our popular Annual 

Festival, members can take advantage of 

discounted prices for: Special Dance Events, 

Musical and Dance Lessons, Concerts by world-

renowned performers, Concerts featuring talented 

new-comers, Cultural and Craft activities, Music 

workshops taught by first class musicians, Music 

Sessions. Bring along your instrument, or just 

sit back and enjoy! 

Annual Membership: 

 

Individual $15.00, Family $25.00, Lifetime 

membership $500.00, (Lifetime members receive 

FREE ADMISSION to all Ceili Group Events) 

You can join on-line by going to 

www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org  and going to the 

membership page, or Send your check or money 

order with the following information: Name, 

Address, Phone #, and Email Address to: 

 

The Philadelphia Ceili Group 

6815 Emlen Street  

Philadelphia, PA 19119 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  

 If you have any experience in technical theater 

and are interested in volunteering to assist with 

setting up and running LIGHTS or SOUND at 

PCG events please contact Anne McNiff at 

phillyceiligroup@gmail.com.  Community 

Service hours to meet school requirements 

available. We are also looking for more member 

involvement in different capacities. Please 

contact us if you are interested in becoming more 

involved in the Ceili Group! In addition, if you 

have photos from past PCG festivals and/or 

events, please contact Beth Ann Bailey at 

bab12@verizon.net.  Also, if you are a CPA who 

is familiar with non profits, please contact Beth 

Ann Bailey at the above email. 

 

 

http://www.philadelphiaceiligroup.org/
mailto:phillyceiligroup@gmail.com
mailto:bab12@verizon.net

